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Market demand for 
haskap– Is it Real?

Blue honeysuckle (Lonicera caerulea), or haskap, 
has received a lot of attention as a result of 

favourable research efforts at the University of 
Saskatchewan. The honeysuckle research program at 
Saskatoon, under the direction of Dr. Bob Bors, is 
one of only two in North America. The prolific 
nature, early flowering and frost tolerance of this 
new fruit crop make it an attractive choice for 
Saskatchewan fruit producers.

The plant is known as haskap in Japan, where it is a 
traditional berry used by the aboriginal people of 
Hokkaido for its medicinal properties. Japan has 
been identified as a potential market for Canadian 
grown haskap berries. Initial contact was established 
and samples of berries were sent to a processor in 
Japan by Dr. Bors. 

In 2006, a Japanese trading company visited 
Saskatchewan to investigate the potential purchase 
of Canadian haskap for the Japanese market. This 
delegation indicated an immediate need for 200 
tons of berries per year, with the amount possibly 
growing to 1,200 tons by 2012. This would require 
an estimated 750 acres of production.

A more in-depth analysis of market potential was 
needed to support this rapid expansion of haskap 
varietal development and orchard establishment. 
Funding provided by the Saskatchewan Agriculture 
and Food Agri-Value Program allowed the producer 
group, Parkland Agroforestry Products Inc., to 
commission a market study based on actual visits to 
Japanese growers, researchers, processors, retailers 
and agricultural extension personnel in Hokkaido, 
Japan.

Results of that feasibility study indicate that the 
Japanese market is currently a relatively small and 
fragile market. Future opportunities may well exist, 
but as in North America, the market must be 
carefully developed.

The feasibility study “Haskap Market 
Development – The Japanese Opportunity” was 
prepared by Eric B. Lefol, PhD, PAg for Parkland 
Agroforestry Products Inc. The full report can be 
found on the Parkland website at  
www.parklandagroforestry.com/haskap.htm.

For more information
Contact Leroy Bader, Agri-Business Development 
Specialist, Tisdale at 306-878-8841.

•

Parkland delegation visiting a Japanese haskap orchard. (L - R, back) Larry 
White, Carl Barber, Eric Lefol, (front) Reps from Bibai Japan Agriculture

The Prairie Swine Centre Inc. (PSCI) has 
received an investment of $2.6 million 

from the Governments of Canada and 
Saskatchewan for infrastructure funding to 
support swine research.

This investment is the result of an 
agreement between the federal and 
provincial governments on the use of $41.5 
million in federal Agriculture Policy 
Framework wedge and rollover funds to 
support agriculture research and 
innovation. These funds will be used to 
modernize existing barn facilities at PSCI’s 
Floral location near Saskatoon, and to 
improve operational efficiency in the barns 
and feed mill. The improvements will allow 
the PSCI to study the efficiency of swine 
production, and to examine the 
environmental and welfare concerns related 
to swine.

Adoption of the new technology developed 
at PSCI is expected to assure producers of a 
$2 saving per hog sold.

“These funds will focus on reducing our 
cost to raise a pig by consolidating three 
older barns into one efficient unit. This is 
particularly important at a time when 
margins in pig production are under severe 
pressure,” said Dr. John Patience, PSCI 
President and Chief Executive Officer. “In 
addition, the timing of this announcement 
allows us to make a major investment into 
answering key questions in the newest area 
of sow management; that is, the housing of 
animals in groups rather than individually 
throughout their pregnancy.”

“The Europeans have been forced by 

legislation over the last 15 years to change 
their sow housing to group housing, but, 
even today there is a lack of scientific data 
in key practical areas such as the effect of 
space, group size and flooring type on sow 
behaviour and productivity,” Patience said. 
“PSCI is building a research plan to address 
practical questions surrounding sow 
housing and management. This is critical 
information for our industry, as an 
increasing portion of the pork market 
appears to be moving toward adoption of 
loose housing systems for sows.” 

Agriculture and Food Minister Mark 
Wartman said he is pleased the Government 
of Saskatchewan is in a position to assist 
PSCI in establishing facilities that will 
enable innovative research.

“This research will help to maintain the 
competitive position of Saskatchewan’s pork 
producers in the world market,” Wartman 
said. “This innovative work at PSCI 
addresses the needs of primary producers 
and their suppliers, as well as the packing 
industry. PSCI is a world-class example of 
applied agricultural research, and 
Saskatchewan benefits first from this 
knowledge.”

PSCI is a non-profit research corporation 
affiliated with the University of 
Saskatchewan, and is recognized globally 
for its contributions to practical, applied 
science in pork production in the 
disciplines of nutrition, engineering and 
animal behaviour.

For more information
Contact Lee Whittington, Manager, 
Information Services, PSCI, Saskatoon, at 
306-667-7447; or
Dr. Henry Soita, Program Manager, 
Livestock, Agriculture Research Branch, 
Regina, at 306-787-2256.
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